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However, it seemed that the problems faced by the 

Provost Marshal were not over. When the office 

attempted to serve draft notices in March 1865, 

the Marshals met a force of rebels, —_ 
j ifies and shotguns at ; 

sub-division near Dut n. <A still larger force of 


serters was believed to be hidden in the brush near- 
by. 


lRecords, A.A.P.M.G., I1l., VI Phillips to Oakes 3/27/65 
cited in Cross...Divided Loyalties, 145. 


The most complete expose’ of the Knights was delivered by the 
Chicago Tribune 8/26/62. 


The Knights drilled in Paradise Prairie (Perry County,I11) and 
letters were read from Jeff Davis and Gen. Beauregard. p/81 


Copied from above book in 
66,.111.U, Library by 
B, Spurgeon, 710 Taffee, Pinckneyville,I11 62274 
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p/s2 A person named Meyers states that on Sunday, August 10, 1862 
he did attend a great meeting of the Knights at a place ten miles 
north of Pinckneyville in Perry County; that there were at least 

four hundred (400) Knights present. That Judge A. D. Duff, Francis 
M. Youngblood, H. W. Newland, Joseph Crouch, and James S. Moore of 
Franklin County; David Neal, David Williams, Ezra Johnson, R.Blancha 
James Blanhois, Thomas Logan (the general's brother), Benjamin Harris 
Cartright Davis and Philip Davis, of Jackson County; GEORGE W. WALL, 
D. M. HOGE, E. B. RUSHING, THOMAS RUSHING, S. A. BAIRD, S. M. PYLE, 
DR. ROSS, 0. H. CARVER, BEDFORD TURMAN, W. A. HARRIS, STEPHEN DUNCAN, 
and many others of Perry County....all made speeches....the language 
used by each was disloyal. 


1. affidavit of Meyers in Chicago Tribune 8/26/1862. 


Affidavit was supposedly sent to Tamaroa to be filled in with 
the names of all persons that the Executive wishes to oppress. 


.» while in prison, a fellow prisoner, William A. Harris, received 

a letter from B. G. Roots of Tamaroa where the evidence on which he 
had been arrested was asserted by the author to be lies. Mr. Roots 
was a prominent Republican in the area. 


..ethese men belonged to the organization known as the Knights of 
the Golden Circle, a/k/a Order of American Knights, a/k/a Order of 
the Sons of Liberty. A subversive organization a/k/a Copperheads. 


p/8l There was a meeting in Paradise Prairie wherein seventy-one (7 
men drilled in uniform. 


G. W. Wall, Brigadeer General 


Ww. J. Allen, Commander 


Somewhere I read in this book or another that these Pro-Southerners 
all took an oath to "wade in blood knee-deep" to defeat Lincoln and 
the Union. (EES) 


This book should be checked for more information. Most of the info 
was taken from the Chicago Tribune for it. (EES) 


E.Spurgeon, 710 Taffee, Pinckneyville, Il 62274 


RESIDENTS OF PERRY CO.,IL. LISTED AS KNIGHTS OF THE GOLDEN CIRCLE 


a/k/a COPPERHEADS. Affidavit of MeyerSsesanes 
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The following - niy ng ke 


George W. Wall, son of Dr.Geo.T.Wall,first of 014 DuQuoin,moved | 
later to the new town.Born 1839 Ohio,came to Il. 1840. Gained 
prominence as Atty. and Judge of the Courts. 


D. M. Hoge born 1800 Penn.,died 1865 and is buried 014 DuQuoin 
cemetery with family. Lived in Paradise Prairie area, 


E. B. (Evan B.) Rushing born circa 1827 in Tenn. Son of Joel 
Rushing who had land near Paradise Prairie Baptist Church,however 
he seemed to be living on other land in sec.14, TAS, RAW about 14 
miles N. of Winkle. E,B. had land 4 mile further N. of his father 
in sec 13,TA4S,RAW...present day Luthy farm. In 1860 E.B.Rushing 
was living in Pinckneyville serving as Clerk of the Circuit Court. 
Perry Co.records show Evan Rushing as Clerk of the Court from 
1856-1864. 


Thomas Rushing born about 1840 in I1l. the son of Joel Rushing 
and brother of E.B. Rushing above. In 1850 he was living with his 
father and family in Grandcote Prairie near Winkle. 


oS. A. Baird. A Samuel Baird b. 1829 in Ky. was a clerk in store 
of Andrew Monk,a merchant in Paradise area about two miles east 
of the Primitive Baptist Church. May be this man. 


S. M. Pyle. A Samuel Pyle b. 1829 in I1l. was living in the 
home of his father,John Pyle, in 1850. John Pyle b. in Ky. Sam'l 
was a farmer living near the Mcllvain settlement, DuQuoin. 


Dr. Ross. Cannot identfy him but several Ross males living near 
DuQuoin 1850-1860. In 1853 a Thos.Ross lived south of Tamaroa and 
Martin and Arad Ross lived at Ole Duguoin. 


OQ. H. Carver. Find no one here by name of Carver but Oliver H. 

McCarver had case #18 brought against him in 1863 for "Bringing 
Blacks In To The State". Oliver H. McCarver was a thirty-three 

year old physician, born in Tenn., living in Tamaroa in 1860. 


Bedford Turman b. 1819 in Tenn. A farmer in the Paradise-Old 
DuQuoin area. Lived sec 21, T5S, RIW about 13 miles N. of Prim- 
itive Baptist Church. 


W. A, Harris. A Wm. Harris b. 1835 Illinois, the step-son of 
West Haton in Primitive Church area south of Paradise Prairie. 
Is he the one sent to prison for his activities to whom Mr.Root 
wrote? West Eaton lived secs 27-28,T5S, R1W. 


Stephen Duncan b. 1816 in Ohio. A farmer living near the Wash- 


ington County line. Could this have been where the Knights met 
ten miles north of Pinckneyville? He lived sec 4, TAS, RIW 5 mi 
north of Tamaroa. 


I have guessed at much of the above but did use the 1850-1860 census 
together with 1853 Tax List showing ownership of lands. 


eels a a ee ats ie B 
All of Paradise Prairie (T5S,R1W/from 014 DuQuoin to Washington Co. 
seems to have been a regular "hot bed" of pro-southerners, 


Elizabeth Hiker Spurgeon, 710 Taffee, Pinckneyville, Ih 62274 
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ADDENDA 


RESIDENTS OF PERRY CO.,IL. LISTED AS KNIGHTS OF THE GOLDEN CIRCLE 
a/k/a COPPERHEADS. Affidavit of Meyers..o.e. 
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In re #7 from page l... 


An Edward T. Ross married 15 November 1860 in Perry Co.,I1 to 
Mary E. Wall. 1 do not find him in the 1850 or 1860 census of Perry 
or Jackson Counties but did find that Mary E. was the sister of 


George W. Wall (#1 from page 1...), so Dr. Ross may be the Edw.T. 
above and he and G.W.Wall had a common bond. 


Elizabeth E. Spurgeon, 710 Taffee St.,Pinckneyville,I1l 62274 
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